Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.178; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.4.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Mg(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2; (ii) x; y À 1; z þ 1; (iii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1; (iv) x; y À 1; z; (v) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (vi) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (vii) x; y; z þ 1; (viii) x; y þ 1; z; (ix) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2. et al., 2001; Song et al.,2010; Wang et al., 2004; Yan et al., 2010) . Bearing this in mind,
we introduced Mg(CH 3 CO 2 ) 2 and 2-propyl-1H-imidazole-4,5-dicarboxylic acid into reaction so as to obtain a new Mg II complex.
As illustrated in Fig. 1 
The title compound was prepared by the hydrothermal reaction of Mg(CH 3 CO 2 ) 2 (0.5 mmol, 0.07 g) and 2-propyl-1H-im- 
Crystal data Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y+1, −z+2; (ii) x, y−1, z+1; (iii) −x+1, −y, −z+1; (iv) x, y−1, z; (v) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (vi) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (vii) x, y, z+1; (viii) x, y+1, z; (ix) −x+1, −y+1, −z+2.
